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MAY 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

 MAY 

*If your birthday or anniversary is not  listed here and you would like it recognized in future newsle ers, 
please call the Church Office, 717-334-3032 during business hours Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 8:30
-3:30 pm. You may also email to ge syburgumc@gmail.com. Thank you. 

Doug Gross                             5/03                      Ginger Riley                           5/22 

John Day                                 5/05                      Bruce Guiher                          5/24 

Bob Kiehl                                 5/12                      Bruce Sorensen                     5/26 

Patty Griffith                             5/20                      Doug Rollender                     5/29 

Donna Cropp                           5/24 

Bob and Jan Berkey               5/03    

Fred and Linda Myers     5/05 

Dave and Cindy Bittinger       5/09 

Tina Louise and Frank Price 5/23 

Kraig and Sue Faust              5/24 

Bill and Carmen Arrington     5/27 

Andy and Cindy Toussaint    5/30 

Doug and Estella Rollender  5/31                      
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Our Vision Statement 
 

We exist to show our passionate love for God by sharing the love and 
joy of Jesus in outreach to others.   

 

 
2023 
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The format for receiving Holy Communion will change starting on Sunday, May 7. 
Worshipers will have the opportunity to come forward to receive the bread and the cup 
served from a tray (if you have difficulty coming forward the elements will be brought to 
you in your pew). Since this is something new, we’ll make any adjustments that may be 
needed as we proceed. Prepackaged communion elements (the same as we have 
been using) will continue to be available for those who prefer to use them. 
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Our Mission Can offering for May 21 is designated for Church World Service. Church World 
Service is a faith-based organization that works around the world to end hunger, help refugees and 
displaced persons, respond to disasters throughout the world, and give voice to the poor and 
marginalized. “Our vision is a world where everyone has food, voice and a safe place to call home. 
We’ve been working to make this a reality for more than 75 years, and we know it’s possible. We’ve 
welcomed thousands of refugees and other new neighbors into our communities, helped countless 
families put food on the table and lifted the voices of people who have been left out. We know that we 
can always do more together than we can alone. That’s why our work is for everyone. The CWS 
family stretches around the world and across the lines that divide us as a single force for good. 
Welcome to the movement. We’re glad you’re here.” [from Church World Service website] The United 
Methodist Church is a member denomination of Church World Service. 
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Announcements for May 2023 

 

Please join us for Sunday morning worship at 10:30, either in person or live-streamed to our Fa-
cebook page. You do NOT need to have a Facebook account to view the service(s). Go to:  gettys-
burgumc.org and click on the link to Sunday Services.  
A copy of the livestream is also saved for later viewing if you do not catch the live service. 

“Sermon by Phone” 
717-200-2956 

Sermon by Phone is available for you to access weekly. This service enables you to hear the most 
recent GUMC sermon by making a simple phone call. Just call 717-200-2956 and you will hear Pastor 
Rick’s sermon from the preceding Sunday. We hope that this service will be especially helpful for 
those who are unable to access the weekly service via Facebook.  Any comments or feedback you 
have would be appreciated. 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Annual Conference will meet from May 17 through 20 in Williamsport, PA. Jean Green is our lay rep-
resentative for Conference this year, and Pastor Rick will attend as a clergy member of the Confer-
ence. In case of emergency, Pastor Rick may be contacted through our lay leader, Larry Speer, or 
our church secretary, Cathy Libera. Please pray for the important decisions that we will be making at 
Annual Conference this year. 

 
 

 

May 28 is Pentecost Sunday, when we celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and the birthday of the Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will honor our veterans on 
May 28 (Memorial Day week-
end) as we remember those 
who sacrificed their lives in 
the cause of freedom.  
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Thank you to all who have helped fill backpacks for Ruth’s 
Harvest over the years. You have made a difference in the lives of 
area children who are food insecure. Our GUMC team’s next date 
to volunteer is Wednesday, May 10 at 4:00 PM at Lincoln 
Elementary School, 98 Lefever Street, Gettysburg. It takes us 
about 45 minutes to complete our task. The pantry is accessed 
directly through an outside entrance. If you are willing to help 
on January 11, please contact Julie McGeary, 717-398-2740 for 
details.  



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Our Thursday morning Bible Study 
meets at 9:30 in the Multi-Purpose Room 
of the church.  We are beginning study of 
Acts. 

Our Wednesday morning Bible 
Study meets at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Multi-Purpose Room at the church. 
Our last meeting until fall will be 
May 31. We are currently studying 
Luke, using a book by Adam 
Hamilton. 
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Read Matthew 5:13-16 

Jesus often used metaphors to describe the Kingdom of Heaven. He talked about a farmer sowing 
seed in a field, about a pearl of great price, and about a shepherd seeking a lost sheep. In Matthew 
5:13-16 he used two metaphors, salt and light, to help us understand our role in God’s kingdom. 

What does it mean for us to be the salt of the earth? Salt had two functions in Jesus’ day: it served to 
preserve food, and it served to enhance flavor.  

Salt was widely used to preserve food from spoiling. Salt is still used a preservative today in items 
such as salted fish, corned beef, bacon, and salt pork.  

God uses us as a preservative in our culture. We embody values of love, truthfulness, compassion, 
generosity, and justice that offset the evil influences in our world. Christians feed the hungry and 
house the homeless, accept all people without judgement or prejudice, work for an end to racism and 
all forms of discrimination, and strive for peace with justice. We challenge the world to reflect the right-
eousness of Christ and to follow his example. We seek to protect others from the consequences of 
injustice, hatred, and disregard for the value of human life. 

Salt adds flavor to food. If you’ve known someone who was on a salt-free diet, you may remember 
that they complained about the bland tastelessness of their food. (Maybe you’ve experienced that for 
yourself.) If you read the list of ingredients on pre-packaged food, salt is almost always listed among 
them. Salt makes everything taste better (though it is possible to overdo it). 

God’s people add flavor to the world. God doesn’t want the world to be a boring place—I think God 
desires a world filled with enthusiasm, with joy, with creativity, and with excitement. We find all of 
these in abundance in faith in Christ. Jesus is a wonderful source of joy (Paul tells us to “rejoice in the 
Lord always” in Philippians 4:4). The Holy Spirit inspires all sorts of creativity, and leads us into things 
we never expected to do. It’s exciting to see what God will do next! Jesus promises us an abundant 
life (John 10:10), a life lived to the fullest extent, a life lived with enthusiasm and meaning. God calls 
us to add flavor to the world. 

We are the light of the world because we reflect the light of Jesus Christ, who is the true Light. If 
you’ve ever been in a room that is completely dark, you know how vital light is. Light enables us to 
see clearly. It dispels darkness, keeps us from stumbling, and guides us on our way. Light attracts our 
eyes and grabs our attention—our eyes are drawn to even the smallest ray of light. 

The light of Christ within us drives away the darkness of the world and provides guidance in the way 
of love and truth. Jesus is the embodiment of God’s love. He sacrificed everything for our sake, he 
accepted people without judgement yet challenged them to grow in faith and love, he understood and 
met the needs of those around him. As the Body of Christ we reflect the light of his love as we love 
others in the same way. 

 

(continued on page 10) 
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(continued from page 9—From the Pastor’s Desk) 
 

Just as our physical eyes are naturally attracted to light, our spiritual eyes are naturally attracted to 
Christ. As we observe the presence of evil in the world around us, we seek the light of God’s love as 
an antidote. Our task is to lift up Jesus Christ so that others may see his light. Jesus is lifted up 
whenever we love others in his name. He is lifted up when we tell others what Jesus has done for us 
as we learn to walk in his light. He is lifted up as we bear witness to his death and resurrection. 
When Christ is lifted up, he draws all people to himself (Jn. 12:32). 

We are the salt of the earth, and we are the light of the world. May the Holy Spirit make us salty, and 
enable us to let our light shine before all people.  

 

Prayer 
 

Almighty God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us that we may be the light of the world and the salt of 
the earth. Enable us to witness to our faith as we embody your love in the world. Help us to live lives 
of righteousness and love, and to be people of integrity who live according to your will. 

May the light of Christ shine brightly in our world. We pray for peace in our world and justice for those 
who suffer. We pray for the homeless and the hungry and for those who have given up hope. We pray 
for healing for the sick and comfort for all who mourn. We ask that your love triumph over all the evil 
we see around us. 

Help us to place all of our concerns and cares in your hands. Strengthen our faith to face the trials and 
temptations of life. Draw us nearer to your heart of love, that we may feel the blessed joy of your 
presence; for this we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 


